
 
MINUTES 

CITY COMMISSION MEETING 
TUESDAY, APRIL 16, 2013 

7:00 P.M. 
 
 
The Regular Meeting of the City Commission was held at 7:00 p.m. in the City 
Commission Room.  Mayor Loren J. Pepperd and Commissioners John Matta, Wynn 
Butler, Richard B. Jankovich, and James E. Sherow were present.  Also present were 
Commissioners-elect Karen McCulloh and Usha Reddi, City Manager Ron R. Fehr, 
Assistant City Manager Jason Hilgers, Assistant City Manager Lauren Palmer, City 
Attorney Bill Raymond, City Clerk Gary S. Fees, 8 staff, and approximately 75 interested 
citizens. 
 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

Mayor Pepperd led the Commission in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 

PROCLAMATION 
 
Mayor Pepperd proclaimed April 26, 2013, Arbor Day.  J. David Mattox, Forestry 
Supervisor, and Dr. Cathie Lavis, Associate Professor, Department of Horticulture, 
Forestry, and Recreation Resources, were present to receive the proclamation. 
 
 

COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 
 
Commissioner Jankovich informed the community that on Sunday evening, April 21, 
2013, there will be the Flint Hills Summer Fun Camp fundraiser at the Wareham with Bill 
Snyder.  He congratulated the K-State Cycling Club for their recent event with over 300 
cyclists in Manhattan, with people here from southern Texas, Alaska, and Minnesota.  He 
expressed his appreciation to the Schools of Hope program and to the second grade class 
teacher, volunteers, and participants.  Finally, he provided a special thank you to 
Commissioner Jim Sherow and Mayor Loren Pepperd for their service and dedication to 
the City of Manhattan. 
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COMMISSIONER COMMENTS (CONTINUED) 
 
 
Commissioner Matta informed the community that the Kansas State Young Americans for 
Liberty are hosting the Young Americans for Liberty State Convention in Manhattan on 
April 20, 2013, at the Holiday Inn at the Campus.  He stated that the keynote speaker is 
author Dr. Thomas Woods and if you are interested in attending, go to www.yaliberty.org 
for additional information. 
 
Commissioner Sherow expressed his appreciation for being able to serve the community 
during the last six years as Mayor and City Commissioner.  He commended and thanked 
City staff for providing a high-level of professionalism and for the work that they do.  He 
also thanked his wife, Bonnie, for her ongoing support and advice during his tenure on the 
Commission. 
 
Mayor Pepperd voiced his support for those affected in the Boston bombings and asked 
the community to pray for the victims and for answers during this terrible catastrophe. He 
encouraged community leaders to attend an invitation from the Deputy Commanding 
General, 1st Infantry Division, to a Community Listening Session, to be held Thursday, 
April 18, 2013, at the 1st Infantry Division Headquarters at Fort Riley.  He then provided 
several highlights and accomplishments during his term as mayor. Finally, he thanked his 
fellow Commissioners, City staff, and citizens for their support, professionalism, and 
dedication during his tenure on the Commission and voiced his farewell as Mayor of 
Manhattan. 
 
 

MINUTES 
 
Commissioner Sherow moved to approve the minutes of the City Commission Meeting 
held on Tuesday, April 2, 2013. Commissioner Jankovich seconded the motion.  On a roll 
call vote, motion carried 5-0. 
 
 

RE-ORGANIZATION 
 
Gary Fees, City Clerk, administered the Oath of Office to Commissioners-elect Karen 
McCulloh, Usha Reddi, and Richard B. Jankovich. 

 
Gary Fees, City Clerk, called for the election of the new Mayor.  Commissioner Wynn 
Butler moved that Commissioner John E. Matta be appointed to serve as Mayor until the 
second legislative meeting in April 2014.  Commissioner Karen McCulloh seconded the 
motion.  On vote, motion carried 5-0.  
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RE-ORGANIZATION (CONTINUED) 
 

 
Newly elected Mayor John E. Matta called for the election of the new Mayor Pro-Tem.  
Commissioner Karen McCulloh moved that Commissioner Wynn Butler be appointed to 
serve as Mayor Pro-Tem until the second legislative meeting in April 2014.  
Commissioner Usha Reddi seconded the motion.  On vote, motion carried 5-0. 

 
Newly elected Mayor John E. Matta and City Manager Ron Fehr recognized outgoing 
Mayor Loren J. Pepperd and Commissioner James E. Sherow and presented them with 
plaques and framed photographs commemorating their terms in office.  They also 
presented engraved candy dishes to former Mayor Pepperd’s significant other, Paula, and 
to Commissioner Sherow’s spouse, Bonnie, in recognition of their support and dedication. 
 
Mayor John E. Matta thanked outgoing Mayor Loren J. Pepperd and Commissioner James 
E. Sherow for their service and welcomed incoming Commissioners Richard Jankovich, 
Karen McCulloh, and Usha Reddi.  He highlighted significant achievements and 
initiatives for the Manhattan community.  He then outlined important projects, goals, 
opportunities, and perspectives for the upcoming year. Finally, he expressed his 
appreciation to his wife, Karin, and daughters, Tori and Jodi, for their patience between 
his work and commission meeting schedules.  (See Attachment No. 1) 
 
Commissioner McCulloh stated that she was pleased to hear former Mayor Pepperd 
mention the recent tragedy in Boston and voiced her appreciation to the emergency 
responders on the scene.  She provided background information on the 1993 flood in 
Manhattan and the truckload of supplies and bananas received from Boston, 
Massachusetts. She encouraged citizens to consider reciprocating back to the citizens of 
Boston for their kindness to our community over 20 years ago and, to send their ideas and 
suggestions to the Commissioners. 
 
Commissioner Reddi stated that she was pleased to be a commissioner and encouraged 
active citizen participation.  She expressed her appreciation to those that helped her during 
the campaign and acknowledged her two children who were present at the meeting. 
 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
(* denotes those items discussed) 

 
CLAIMS REGISTER NO. 2730 
The Commission approved Claims Register No. 2730 authorizing and approving 
the payment of claims from March 27, 2013, to April 9, 2013, in the amount of 
$3,962,280.05. 
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CONSENT AGENDA (CONTINUED) 
 
 

PROPOSAL – WORKERS’ COMPENSATION THIRD PARTY 
ADMINISTRATION SERVICES 
The Commission approved the proposal in the amount of $4,495.00 from 
Charlesworth and Associates, L.C., of Overland Park, Kansas, to prepare a Request 
for Proposals to solicit Workers’ Compensation Third Party Administration 
services and reinsurance coverage for the City’s self-funded Workers’ 
Compensation program. 
 
PROPOSAL – GROUP HEALTH PLAN THIRD PART 
ADMINISTRATION SERVICES 
The Commission approved the proposal in the amount of $11,320.00 from 
Charlesworth and Associates, L.C., of Overland Park, Kansas, to prepare a Request 
for Proposals to solicit Group Health Plan Third Party Administration services for 
the City’s Group Health Plan program. 
 
ADDENDUM – HANGAR LEASE – HEARTLAND AVIATION, INC. 
The Commission authorized the Mayor and City Clerk to execute an Addendum to 
Airport Agreement with Heartland Aviation, Inc., extending use of the Stone 
Hangar at the Manhattan Regional Airport for two additional calendar years. 
 

Mayor Matta announced that he would read the consent agenda tonight and that there 
would not be commissioners selected to serve on the Selection Committees for consent 
items B, PROPOSAL – WORKERS’ COMPENSATION THIRD PARTY 
ADMINISTRATION SERVICES, and C, PROPOSAL – GROUP HEALTH PLAN 
THIRD PART ADMINISTRATION SERVICES, at this time.  He stated that he would 
not be reading the consent agenda at future meetings and informed citizens that the 
consent agenda is available on the City’s website prior to the City Commission meetings 
and hard copies are accessible at the meetings. 
 
Commissioner McCulloh moved to approve the consent agenda. Commissioner Jankovich 
seconded the motion.  On a roll call vote, motion carried 5-0. 

 
 

GENERAL AGENDA 
 
 
AGREEMENT - DOWNTOWN FARMER’S MARKET OF MANHATTAN, INC. 
Jason Hilgers, Assistant City Manager, presented an overview of the item and Agreement 
with the Downtown Farmer’s Market of Manhattan.  He then responded to questions from 
the Commission. 
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