
Under Construction is published as a contractor’s newsletter by the Code Services section of the City of 
Manhattan, Department of Fire Services. Please submit comments and suggestions to the               

Manhattan Fire Department, 2000 Denison Avenue, Manhattan, KS 66502   

Attn: Code Services. 

City Of Manhattan 
Code Services 

2000 Denison  Avenue 
Manhattan , KS  66502 

Phone: 785-587-4506 
Fax: 785-587-4514 

 
Office Hours 

8:00 am– 5:00 pm 

Web Pages: 

City of Manhattan:     http://www.cityofmhk.com 

ICC Code Central    http://www.iccsafe.org 

Northwest Builders Network, ADA & Building Code Compliance Center 

 http://www.nwbuildnet.com/stores/bmada/index.html 

Phone Numbers: 

Code Services:                 587-4506 

Fire Services                 587-4504 

Customer Service    587-2480 

Community Development   587-2412   

Public Works                 587-2415 

Storm Water     587-2415 

Sewer Maintenance                587-4547 

Riley County Register of Deeds               587-6340   

Riley County Public Works   587-6330 

Riley County/ Manhattan Health Department 776-4779 
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From the Building Official 
 Another summer almost gone and the building here in         
Manhattan continues to roll along. It has been 25 years here for me 
earlier this year and I can still remember my first day when we were 
putting the street in on Gary Avenue just past Candlewood Drive on 
one side of town and Butterfield Road past Northfield on the other 
end. It’s amazing to see how far town has grown since then!  
 We are ahead of last year’s pace for new residential dwelling 
permits and we still have a good number of commercial projects going 
on. It looks like that trend will continue on into next year with a number 
of new subdivisions getting ready to start construction of                  
infrastructure.  
 Remember, all plumbing, mechanical, drainlaying, sheetmetal 
and gasfitting trades renew licenses at the end of this year. We will be 
having a 2 hour continuing education class in November for those that 
still need hours. You can find information on that in this newsletter 
along with several other articles we hope you will find useful. Check 
out our website at www.cityofmhk.com, which has a lot of our forms, 
brochures and other information as well. We are always glad to take 
suggestions or comments on things you would like to see either in this 
newsletter, on our website or just in general with inspections, permits 
and licenses. I always appreciate hearing those thoughts so if you are 
in our office stop in and see me or feel free to give me a call. 
Hope you all have a good fall! 
 
Brad Claussen 
Building Official 

More and more of you are calling well in advance (24 hours +) to schedule             
inspections. Thank you!  We understand it is not always possible to do so, but      
allowing this extra time allows us to create a more efficient schedule for the            
inspectors.  

   City of Manhattan Code Services 
 

Thank You 

WE ARE CLOSED THE 
FOLLOWING HOLIDAYS: 

 

Tuesday, November 11 
Veterans Day 

Thursday and Friday,   
November 27 and 28 

Thanksgiving Holiday 
Wednesday,                 

December 24th,        
(Close at Noon) and 

Thursday,                     
December 25th           
Winter Holiday 

http://www.cityofmhk.com�
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Just a reminder that any residential permit applied for beginning September 1 and after, will be     
under the requirement for protection of unfinished basement ceilings. If you have any questions    
regarding the specific requirements or ways that you can comply with this requirement, please feel 
free to give us a call or stop in the Code Office. We would be glad to go over this item with you.  
There is an insert in this newsletter with further information on this item.  

MEET THE CODE SERVICES STAFF 

Unfinished Basement Ceilings 

CITY OF MANHATTAN 

Code Services Officer II 
Rick Berry 

Code Services Officer II 
Jim McDiffett 

Rick is a lifetime resident of Manhattan and a 
graduate of Manhattan High School. He retired 
from the Manhattan Fire Department as          
Assistant Chief - Operations in December 2007. 
During his 29 year career, he served in           
numerous positions including Fire Inspector. He 
is currently Certified by the ICC as a Property 
Maintenance Inspector and a Residential    
Building Inspector.  

Jim is a longtime Manhattan area resident who 
retired from the Manhattan Fire Department in 
2008 as Fire Marshal with 25 years in the fire 
service with 13 of those in Inspections. Jim is 
certified by the ICC as a Property Maintenance 
Inspector and Fire Inspector II.  

Removal of Property Pins 
We have had some concern recently about property pins being removed during construction,        
especially the front lot corners which may be happening during sidewalk construction. State statute 
actually makes it a class C misdemeanor to knowingly destroy or remove these pins. Sidewalks do 
not need to be located so close to the property line as to affect these corners. You may leave the 
walks far enough away to avoid disturbing the corners. We appreciate everyone being careful when 
working around the property corner pins.  

Public Sidewalk Construction Details 

Please note that all public sidewalks shall be constructed with a maximum cross-slope 
(perpendicular to direction of travel) of 2%.  Additionally, a level landing (max 2% slope in all         
directions) shall be installed at the intersection of sidewalks as well as at the top of any ramp leading 
to a public sidewalk.  If you have any questions – please give us a call.  
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Congratulations! 

CONTINUING EDUCATION  

WHEN:   Wednesday, November 19, 2014 

TIME:       8:00 AM to 10:00 AM 

WHERE:  Headquarters Fire Station, 2000 Denison Ave, Manhattan, Kansas 

Topic:   Accessibility Requirements for Plumbing & Mechanical Contractors 

Two (2) code-related continuing education hours will be awarded to attendees. 

Please call the Code Office at 785-587-4506 to sign up. 

All plumbing, electrical and mechanical contractors should be aware that any projects for which a 
building permit is not required still may require a trade specific permit. This would usually be things 
such as water heaters, furnaces, electrical services and re-wiring, condensing units and new drain, 
waste, vent, water and gas piping. If you are unsure of whether something needs a permit, please 
call the Code Office to find out prior to starting the job. Work that has been done without a permit 
may be subject to citations being issued and may also affect your license status in the long run. 
For all of those that get permits regularly, we thank you for being diligent in doing this. 

Plumbing, mechanical, drainlaying, sheetmetal and gasfitting licenses, are up for renewal             
December 31, 2014. 
You will need a total of 12 hours of approved continuing education which is to be submitted at the 
time of renewal.  The 12 hours are to have been acquired during the two years prior to renewal, 
(2013 and 2014 in this case) and 6 of the hours must be code-related.   
If you have changed addresses or phone numbers, please let us know.  You should receive a       
renewal letter and continuing education log sheet approximately the first of November. Fees for    
licenses are listed below: 
Plumbing, Mechanical, Drainlaying, or Irrigation Contractor License -  $200  
Plumbing/Mechanical Combination Contractor License -  $300 
Master License  -  $40 
Journeyman License  -  $20 

Plumbing, Electrical and Mechanical Permit Requirements 

Code Services Administrative Secretary, Sheri West, recently passed the exam for Permit         
Technician and is now certified by the International Code Council. Sheri joins only 27 other           
individuals in the state of Kansas who have attained this certification. 

License Renewal  
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