
CITY COMMISSION AGENDA MEMO 
May 20, 2008 

 
 
FROM: Robert K. Ott, P.E., City Engineer 
 
MEETING: June 3, 2008 
 
SUBJECT: KDOT Federal Aid Safety Grant for Improvements  

PRESENTER: Robert K. Ott, P.E., City Engineer 
 
 

BACKGROUND 
 
In January of 2008, the Kansas Department of Transportation (KDOT) started to develop 
a priority ranking to address intersections that may qualify for federal-aid Surface 
Transportation Program (STP) safety funding for fiscal years 2010 and 2011.  The 
purpose of the program is to identify and initiate viable projects with a cost-effective 
scope to reduce existing accident experience.  Funds in this program are allocated on a 
90/10-federal/local split.   
 
KDOT has requested applicants submit no more than four (4) high accident intersections.  
Locations must have a minimum of eight (8) crashes over a two (2) year period that are 
correctable by some type of improvement.  These are evaluated against other cities’ 
submissions and prioritized.  In recent years, several of the intersections submitted have 
been selected for improvement through this program.  They include: 
 

• Kimball Avenue and North Manhattan Avenue 
• Kimball Avenue and Tuttle Creek Boulevard 
• Tuttle Creek Boulevard and Allen Road 
• Tuttle Creek Boulevard and Casement Road 
• 11th Street and Bluemont Avenue 
• Fort Riley Boulevard and Delaware Avenue 
• 10th Street and Fort Riley Boulevard 
• North Manhattan Avenue and Claflin Road 
• 17th Street and Anderson Avenue 
• Sunset Avenue and Anderson Avenue 
• Claflin Road and Westport Drive 
• Tuttle Creek Boulevard and Ehlers Road 
• Beechwood Terrace and Claflin Road 
• Sunset Avenue and Claflin Road 



• 15th Street and Fort Riley Boulevard 
• 4th Street and Bluemont Avenue 
• Juliette Avenue and Bluemont Avenue 

 
The Engineering Division tracks accident patterns throughout the City of Manhattan.  
This information is used to address safety improvements.  City Administration has 
reviewed three (3) years of accident data as required by KDOT to provide the City 
Commission with a list of four (4) high accident locations that may qualify for STP-
Safety grant funding. 
 
 

DISCUSSION
 
By June 13, 2008, City Administration will submit applications to KDOT for funding 
consideration for the Surface Transportation Program - Safety Category. The four 
locations that were selected to be submitted to KDOT are: 
 

• 11th Street and Fremont Street 
• Candlewood Drive and Kimball Avenue 
• K-113 and Kimball Avenue Interchange 
• Claflin Avenue and College Avenue  

 
If selected for a KDOT grant, these funds apply to construction and inspection only.  The 
City will be responsible for plan preparation, acquisition of all necessary right-of-way in 
accordance with federal-aid procedures, and initiating all utility adjustments, both for the 
facilitation of construction and for the benefit of traffic safety. If any of the projects are 
selected, the City Commission will have multiple opportunities to review the project at 
various stages in the projects course. 
 
 

FINANCING 
 
The cost to submit for this federal grant is zero dollars to the City of Manhattan. If a 
project is selected, the City of Manhattan will have to pay for 100 percent of engineering 
services to design the project, right-of-way acquisition, and utility relocation. Other costs 
the City would be responsible for is 10 percent of the cost of construction and 
construction observation services. Traditionally, the City of Manhattan Engineering Staff 
has designed in-house projects, classified as routine in nature, that don’t require any 
special expertise by Staff.   



 

ALTERNATIVES 
 
It appears the Commission has the following alternatives concerning the issue at hand.  
The Commission may: 
 

1. Express interest in pursuing the grants for the above locations.  
2. Indicate no interest in pursuing the grants for the above locations. 
3. Modify to meet the needs of the Commission. 
4. Table the request. 

 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

City Administration recommends that the City Commission express interest in pursuing 
the KDOT federal aid safety grants for the stated intersections, and direct City 
Administration to proceed toward submitting these projects for KDOT federal aid safety 
grants.   
 

POSSIBLE MOTION 
 
Express interest in pursuing grant offers from KDOT for the intersections of 11th Street 
and Fremont Street, Candlewood Drive and Kimball Avenue, K-113 and Kimball Avenue 
Interchange, Claflin Avenue and College Avenue, and direct City Administration to 
proceed toward submitting these locations to KDOT for review. 
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