
Water demand increases sharply in the summer 
months, largely due to irrigation. Average daily 
demand during July and August is 10.76 million 
gallons per day (MGD), more than double the 
average winter month demand of 5.04 MGD.

The majority of sprinkler 
systems in Manhattan 
are scheduled to water on 
Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays. This significantly 
increases water demand on 
those days and can place 
stress on the city’s water 
system.
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To help spread the water demand throughout 
the week and take a little pressure off our 
water system, consider taking our irrigation 
initiative.
• If your house number is odd, consider 

switching your irrigation days to Tuesday, 
Thursday, and Saturday or Sunday. 

• If your house number is even, consider 
using Monday, Wednesday, and Friday as 
your watering days.

City regulations require all lawn sprinkler systems to have a 
backflow preventer to protect the public water supply from possible 
contamination. These devices must be tested every year, and spring 
is a great time to do it. Learn more about backflow prevention and 
view a list of certified testers on our website:
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