CERTIFICATION OF CLERK

I, Brenda K. Wolf, the duly appointed, qualified, and City Clerk of
Manhattan, Kansas, do hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was duly
adopted at a meeting of the City of Manhattan, Kansas, held on the 21st day
of September, 2021, and that said Resolution has been compared by me
with the original thereof on file and of record in my office, is a true copy
of the whole of said original.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and the
seal of the City of Manhattan, Kansas, 22nd day of September, 2021.

_________________________________
Brenda K. Wolf, CMC, City Clerk

POLICY MANUAL
RESOLUTION NO 092121-F
CITY OF MANHATTAN, KANSAS
SUBJECT

EFFECTIVE DATE

Donor-Initiated Public Art

January 3, 2022

A.

BACKGROUND:

Public art is artwork that is owned by the City and located on City property to be viewed and
enjoyed by the public, often as a form of collective community expression. Examples include
paintings, murals, sculpture, mosaics, mixed media, integrated architectural or landscape
architectural work, digital new media and other types of artwork.
Public art shall not normally include:
•
•
•

Reproductions or unlimited editions of original work; or,
“Art Objects” that are mass-produced or logos; or,
Architectural rehabilitation or historical preservation, although works may be acquired in
connection with such projects.

Public art provides social, cultural and economic benefits to the community; enhances the quality
of life of residents; and promotes tourism. The City maintains a public art collection and undertakes
public art projects, programs and activities as part of its operations. On occasion, private
individuals and organizations who want to support and expand public art have approached the City
to propose installation of donated artwork on City property, or to donate funding to initiate and
complete a specific public art project.
B.

PURPOSE AND APPLICATION:

The purpose of this policy is to establish a process for donor-initiated public art that will contribute
to the civic pride of the community and will enrich the public environment for both residents and
visitors to the community through visual arts.
This policy applies to private individuals and organizations who propose the installation of donated
artwork on City property, or who donate funding to initiate and complete a specific public art
project. This policy applies to such private individuals and organizations when the proposal
includes applicant-specified criteria for the public art, such as location, artwork, artist or theme.
This policy does not apply to the following:
(1)

donations to provide general support for public art without donor
restrictions or to support a City-directed public art project, program or
activity; or,

(2)
(3)
C.

projects, programs or activities of the City relating to loaned art, such as
traveling exhibits on City property or a juried art program for the temporary
display of loaned art; or,
public art projects, programs or activities funded by the City or for which
the City applies for and receives grant funds as the grantee or subgrantee.

POLICY:

It shall be the policy of the City to receive, review and consider donor-initiated public art through
the following procedure:
(1)

Application
The application for a donor-initiated project shall be submitted to City staff on the form
provided by the City. The application may be for the installation of a completed, existing
piece of artwork, or may be for a concept for a proposed piece of artwork or public art
project. Provided that, the application must provide sufficient detail for the proposal to be
reviewed as provided in this policy. If City staff determines that the application does not
contain sufficient detail, the application shall be returned to the applicant with comments
as to what additional information is needed.

(2)

City Staff Review
(a)
City staff will review a completed application and make a determination of whether
the project is technically feasible based upon the following factors:
(i)
Whether the installation location and site are safe and suitable for the
proposed artwork or project, based upon the artwork’s scope, dimensions
and similar physical characteristics; the potential impacts on public safety
or vehicular or pedestrian travel; the sub-surface, public or private utility
infrastructure, environmental or site conditions; and the impacts on use of
surrounding City property;
(ii)
Whether the proposal includes installation services that can be managed by
City, or whether the City can reasonably perform installation services;
(iii) Whether all post-installation issues, including but not limited to
maintenance, inspection, repair and potential relocation or storage, can be
reasonably managed or performed by the City, based upon the
environmental and potential weather conditions impacting the artwork; type
and longevity of materials; overall durability; inherent resistance to
vandalism, damage or destruction; and similar factors;
(iv)
Whether there is unreasonable impact, delay or disruption between the
proposed project and a current or planned City project, program or activity;
(v)
Whether City staff can facilitate and complete the proposal within the
projected time period for installation; if not, when the City can facilitate the
proposal based upon the proposal’s requirements, current and planned City
projects, programs and activities, and City staffing and resource limitations;
(vi)
Whether the proposal and/or other funding sources are adequate to pay for
the projected costs of installation and post-installation; and,
(vii) Whether any other factors related to the specific proposal render it
technically infeasible.
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(b)

(3)

If City staff determines, in its sole discretion, that the proposal is not technically
feasible, the applicant shall be notified of the denial of the application and shall be
provided reasons for denial. The City will reconsider the proposal in a new
application, if the reasons for denial are resolved. If City staff determines, in its sole
discretion, that the proposal is technically feasible, then it proceeds.

Review by City advisory boards
(a)
A technically feasible application shall be forwarded for review by the City’s Arts
and Humanities Advisory Board (AHAB) and, if applicable, by a relevant City
advisory board with oversight over the proposed location. Each City board must
review the application within 90 days of the date of application submission. If that
does not occur, the application will proceed to the City Commission without the
board’s review. If the proposed location is in the Downtown Business Improvement
District or the Aggieville Business Improvement District, City staff shall notify the
Downtown Manhattan, Inc. (DMI) or Aggieville Business Association (ABA) prior
to AHAB’s consideration of the proposal.
(b)

AHAB shall review the proposal at a public meeting and vote on whether to
recommend the proposal. Whether AHAB recommends the proposal or not, the
application will proceed to the City Commission. AHAB’s action and comments
should address the following factors:
(i)
(ii)
(iii)
(iv)
(v)

(c)

(4)

Artistic quality and craftsmanship, including whether the project is original
and shows skill, vision and creativity;
Subject matter and theme, including whether the proposal is suitable for a
broad-based audience, appropriate for all ages and contributes to the civic
pride of the community;
Context, including compatibility with the surroundings; cultural, historical
or inspirational impacts; and enrichment of the public environment for
residents and visitors;
Relationship of the artist and/or artwork to the community; and,
Artist’s qualifications, including professional art credentials, experience
with public art and ability to complete the project;

If another City board has oversight over the proposed location, the board shall
review the proposal at a public meeting and vote on whether to recommend it.
Whether the board recommends the proposal or not, the application will proceed to
the City Commission. The board’s action and comments may address the
relationship of the proposed public art project to the location and the location’s
purposes, programs and activities.

Consideration by the City Commission
The City Commission shall consider the proposal within 60 days of the later board’s action.
The City Commission has the full discretion to approve, deny or recommend modification
to a proposed project. If approved, City staff will facilitate the project.
As a condition of approval, the artist, donor and/or applicant must negotiate and execute a
contract with the City to implement, complete and/or fund the proposal. The City will retain
the rights to remove, relocate and deaccession the artwork. If the proposal includes the
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Donor-Initiated Public Art Policy Manual Resolution
Complete Application Submitted

City staff reviews for technical
feasibility (location, schedule, safety,
costs, materials, maintenance, etc.)

NO

Returned to
applicant with
comments
*Note:
At any time, an
applicant can withdraw
the application or adapt
it based upon feedback

Is it
feasible?

*If location is in
Downtown/Aggieville,
notice will be sent to
DMI/ABA so they can
provide input

YES

AHAB reviews
proposed project’s
artistic factors and
recommends or not

City board with
purview over
location reviews
and recommends
or not

City Commission has full
discretion to approve or deny
proposed project

Boards
have max.
90 days to
review

City
Commission
item w/in 60
days of Board
action

